CHAPTER VI
THE PEACE OF PORTSMOUTH
ON the morning of July 29  (Russian style), 1905, I
was appointed chief plenipotentiary for the purpose of con-
ducting peace negotiations with Japan.     Muraviov, our
Ambassador to Rome, was summoned to St. Petersburg and
appointed plenipotentiary,   I had a frank conversation with
him in the course of an evening which he spent with me on
his arrival in the capital.   He was a*ware, he told rne, that
the task of conducting the peace parley was a thankless one,
for, whatever the outcome, he would be the target of num-
erous attacks.   Nevertheless, he said, he decided to sacri-
fice his personal career and accept the Emperor's offer.   A
stay abroad in a country living under a parliamentary re-
gime, he declared, had convinced him that a constitution
alone would save Russia.   The Ambassador did not show
any signs of ill health, and he said that he felt fit as a fiddle.
Several days later Count Lamsdorff approached me and
informed-me that the Emperor had asked him to find out
privately whether I would accept the post of first pleni-
potentiary and conduct the negotiations with Japan.    It
appeared that on the previous day Muraviov came to His
Majesty and, alleging ill health, implored the Emperor to
free him of the task with which he had been entrusted.
The count had a definite theory as to why Muraviov refused
the post.    In the first place, Count Lamsdorff declared,
Muraviov was completely unprepared for the task, and lie
was intelligent enough to perceive that he was running great
risks in undertaking it.   la the second place, he was rather
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